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jnoved their flocks. Before hereached thepl a « 
they faw him coming, and finding him alone, tk 
immediately confiilred hnw t’ ' 


/ a5,u “Htung rrnn alo] 

immediately confuited how they might deftro 
him. I make no doubt, my young friends, 
you are aftonifhed at the wickednefs of thefebro- 
thers ; but alas, who knows to what lengths per. 
fons will go, when they have hardened their 
hearts a gain ft God 1 Thofe who envy their bro- 
ther, when he is in profperity, will do more than’ 
that when they have it in their power, if the provi. 
dence of God does not prevent them. But it feems, 
Reuben, the eldeft brother, was not quitefo hard; 
hearted as the others, and refufed his concur- 1 
rence in the bloody defign. And in order to ; 
prevent it from being put into execution, he pro- 
pped to let him down into a pit, pretending that 
he might ifarve there, and they not imbrue their j 
hands in his blood. Though Reuben’s defign 
really was to refcue him, and deliver him to h.s 
hatheti But this project was overruled, &rju 
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, lhai ca ft him into the pit, a large com- 
ff foreign merchantmen came by who were 

panyofforeig ^ _ and j() {hefe men they- 

ready to p u - _ ^ having ftnpped 

fJIifK mi -lours, they killed a 

II anddaubed it with the bicod, and then took it 
home to their father, and pretended they iound 
lto coat in this condition, in the wilderness , 
from whence it was concluded, that feme wild 
bead had devoured Jofeph. But O, now crue 
DO ft ttefe men be, who could put their poor old 
father to fo much pain, as fuch a dreadful ac- 
count of his Ton’s end mufi occafion ! It would 
have been no wonder if good Jacob had broken 
his aged heart. Learn then, ye children, to va- 
lue th£ happinefs of your parents, and let not 
yourcondud wound their fpirits. 

CHAP. 


